
A focus on improving the health of  women and children is key to achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). And yet, MDGs 4 (child 
health) and 5 (maternal health) have experienced the least progress. The 
United Nations High-level Meeting on the Millennium Development 
Goals on 25 September 2008 offers an opportunity to draw attention to 
maternal and child health targets and make sure they get back on track.

To ensure this attention, a side event, Commitment to Progress for Mothers, Newborns 
and Children, will be co-hosted by H.E. Ms. Michelle Bachelet, President of  the 
Republic of  Chile, H.E. Mrs. Tarja Halonen, President of  the Republic of  
Finland, and H.E. Mr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of  the United Republic 
of  Tanzania, bringing together heads of  state, heads of  UN agencies, senior 
government officials, civil society organizations, foundations, and private sector 
companies to kick-start a global re-commitment to achieve MDGs 4 and 5. 

This event aims to: a) inspire future initiatives for mothers, newborns, 
and children; b) foster commitments to accelerate progress on MDGs 4 
and 5; and c) provide inputs to the United Nations High-level Meeting.

Commitment to Progress for Mothers, Newborns and Children
A Special Event during the United Nations High-level Meeting 

on the Millennium Development Goals
Thursday, September 25, 2008 – 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Millennium UN Plaza Hotel, One United Nations Plaza, 

44th Street, between 1st and 2nd Avenues, New York, NY 10017

Core organizing group members: 
Family Care International-Women Deliver (www.familycareintl.org, www.womendeliver.org),  

International Planned Parenthood Federation (www.ippf.org), Partnership for Maternal Newborn and Child 
Health (www.pmnch.org), Save the Children, (www.savethechildren.org), White Ribbon Alliance  
for Safe Motherhood (www.whiteribbonalliance.org), World Vision International (www.wvi.org),  

with support from United Kingdom Department for International Development – DfID (www.difd.gov.uk), 
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation - Norad (www.norad.no/globalcampaign), and 

Australian Agency for International Development - AusAID (www.ausaid.gov.au).


